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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2017 

 

 

YEAR 11                  ENGLISH LITERATURE          MARKING SCHEME  
 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   
 

SECTION A – DRAMA                 (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                 (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                 (25 marks) 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) 

and for relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised 

answers.  
 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 
   Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

   Content is relevant and accurate  

   Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

   Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 
 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 
 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory.   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 
 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate. 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 
 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 
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SECTION D - UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                 (25 marks) 

Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific words 

or phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or express the 

same meaning.  

 

1. What does the mention of different foods in the opening paragraph seem to 

emphasize? 
2 marks  

 Award marks to students who suggest that the mention of different foods 

emphasizes that the man was very hungry / was eating rapidly.  
 

   

2. In the first paragraph, while the man eats he stares, listens and occasionally gives a 

start. Explain his behaviour. 
2 marks 

 Award marks to students who bring out ideas such as the man appears to be 

apprehensive /threatened /distrustful /afraid of being caught.   
 

   

3.  Quote two separate phrases to show that the man does not completely trust the 

narrator.  
2 marks 

 Award marks for any two of the following: 

 You’re not a deceiving imp? 

 You brought no one with you? 

 Nor giv’no one the office to follow you? 

Award marks for any other answer that brings out the narrator’s lack of trust.  

 

   

4.  Quote a phrase that shows that the narrator was probably not a grown-up. 1 mark  

 You'd be but a fierce young hound indeed, if at your time of life  

   

5.  What does the line ‘hunt a wretched warmint hunted as near death and dunghill as 

this poor wretched warmint (lines 10-11)’ seem to suggest about the man? 
2 marks 

 Award marks to students who suggest that the man was being hunted down / had 

suffered considerably. 
 

   

6. What seems to happen to the man when ‘Something clicked in his throat as if he 

had works in him like a clock (line 12)’? 
2 marks 

 Award marks to students who bring out ideas such as the following:  the man was 

about to cry / to let out a sob / to feel desolate. 
 

   

7a. What figure of speech is ‘ragged rough sleeve (line 13)’? 1 mark 

 This is an example of alliteration.   

   

7b. Find one other example of the figure of speech in 7a.  1 mark  

 Accept answers such as: ‘wretched warmint’ or ‘death and dunghill’  
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8. The way the man eats prompts the narrator to compare him to a large dog that 

belonged to his family. Mention four ways in which the man appears to be similar 

to a dog. 

 

Accept any four of the following: 

4 marks 

  He took sharp, sudden bites 

 He snapped his food too soon and too fast 

 The way he swallowed his food. 

 The way he looked sideways while he ate. 

 The way he chopped at the narrator. 

Award marks for any other relevant answer.  

 

 

9. Suggest a reason why the narrator is timid when he says ‘I’m afraid you won’t 

leave any for him (line 27)’. 
2 marks 

 Award marks to students who refer to the narrator’s hesitancy about how he should 

inform him that he could not get any more food / no more food would be left for the 

young man. 

 

   

10. When the young man is mentioned, the man who was eating stops and laughs. 

However, his mood soon changes. Explain how and why.   
2 marks 

 The man becomes violent (1 mark) because he realises that the young man was 

alive (1 mark).  
 

   

11.  From your reading of the whole passage mention two aspects about the narrator that 

you learn about. Give reasons for your answer.  
4 marks 

 Award two marks each for any two of the following:  

 

Feels pity – The narrator pitied the man’s desolation (line 14). 

Observant – The narrator compares the man to a dog (lines 19 / 20). 

Timid – The man asks the narrator whether he spoke (line 16) / he speaks timidly 

(line 27); he hesitates about how he should put his words (line 28) 

 

DO NOT AWARD MARKS IF REASON IS NOT PROVIDED. AWARD 

MARKS FOR ANY OTHER RELEVANT ANSWER.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


